Virtual Keyboard Templates

One of the biggest hold ups for children when using a computer is use of the keyboard.  Finding those keys takes time and can become frustrating!

Teaching the children keyboard skills and typing is difficult, children need keyboards to practice on.

With that in mind try this…

Here is a collection of useful resources to use in the classroom in order to teach those valuable keyboard skills to children.

They are simply Keyboard Templates that can be printed off and then laminated to produce ‘Virtual Keyboards’ for the children to use in class.  

The templates are for different age and ability of children:

· Simple Lower Case Keyboard Templates

· Large, Simple Lower Case Template

· Simple Lower Case Keyboard Templates with missing characters

· Simple Keyboard Templates (Upper Case Characters)

· Simple Keyboard Templates with missing characters

· Full Keyboard Templates (with important keys and characters)

· Full Keyboard Templates with missing keys and characters.

Some suggested activities are given below…

Virtual Keyboard Activities

	Spellings
	Children can learn their spellings by typing them each day using a ‘Virtual Keyboard’. Try shouting out spelling words and asking the children to type them as quickly as possible.  

	Hunt the letter / number
	A simple activity for young children with the lower case keyboard.

	Punctuation
	Capital letters / full stops / comma.  Ask the children to type out sentences from the board or make up their own (links with literacy). 

	Co ordinates game
	Use ‘Virtual Keyboard’ Template to identify characters by their co ordinates on the keyboard.

	Keyboard Bingo
	Use counters / dry markers to play bingo using the partial keyboards.  Cut out all the characters from a complete keyboard template to draw out!  

	Backwards Bingo
	As above, but this time the children have to identify where the character fits on the keyboard when a letter/number/character is drawn out. (Dry markers or set of cut out characters)

	Fill in the blanks
	Individual activity for children. Use cut out characters or dry markers to fill in the blanks on a partial keyboard.

	Missing letters / numbers
	For younger children, use a full keyboard template and ask children to find letters in alphabetical order.  Using a partial keyboard children can try to identify the missing letters / numbers.

	Pairs
	In pairs, using a partial keyboard, ask the children to put a set (or two sets) of cut out characters face down on a table.  Take turns to turn one over and place into the gaps on  the partial keyboard template. Winner could be the first to fill a line / whole.  Check answers against a full keyboard.


Great for wet playtimes and Friday Afternoons!

