ST. ANDREW'S R.C.P.

Geography Policy

What is Geography at St. Andrew's and why do we teach it?

Geography is the study of our world, which was created by God.  Through this we come to understand the nature of our world and the impact we have on it.  We learn to understand how we rely on our world and it's resources in every aspect of our life.

What are the aims of Geography at St. Andrew's?

To help children develop a knowledge and understanding of their local environment and the wider world.

To be aware of the inter-relationships between man's activities and the physical environment.

To appreciate the variety of physical and human conditions  on earth.

To help children understand the world in which they live and the interdependence of nations and to foster a respect for other cultures.

To help children make sense of current events and make informed judgements on economic, political, social and environmental issues in light of their geographical knowledge.

To help foster a realisation of the fragile nature of mans environment and the need to conserve natural resources and to develop a respect for God's creation.

What are the objectives of Geography at St. Andrew's?

To enable children to experience enjoyment and success and so develop confidence.

To develop a range of skills and concepts necessary to carry out geographical enquiry and interpret information.

To develop a knowledge and understanding of the world and help foster a better understanding of the different cultures both within our own society and elsewhere in the world.

To develop an interest in and concern for the environment.

To use resources and equipment effectively and responsibly.

How do we approach Geography?

As a subject both on its own and as a subject which takes account of curricular opportunities in other areas particularly in reinforcing key skills in literacy, Numeracy and I.C.T.  and in contributing to personal, social and environmental education.

As a subject that will require approximately 1 hour of teaching per week but which may by allocated over the whole year.

How do we teach Geography at St. Andrew’s?

By following this policy and the programme of study for Geography.

By including Geography in the annual subject timetable grid.

By evaluating the content of what is taught on a termly/half termly basis.

By planning on a termly basis using appropriate planning from the P.O.S.

Who is it offered to?

It is offered equally to all children attending St. Andrew's R.C.P. School.

How do we achieve this?

By following the policy and Programme of Study for Geography.

By including Geography in annual subject timetable grid.

By evaluating the content of what is taught on a half-termly/termly and annual basis.

By detailed planning on a half-termly/termly basis.

By using appropriate methods, predominantly:


Key Stage 1
-
Field work, practical activities, stories, pictures, exposition,

use of secondary sources - the Internet, I.C.T. Software, maps,

globes, and discussion.



Key Stage 2
-
As 'Key Stage 1'  plus research through the  library, 




            secondary sources, secondary data,  e.g.  rainfall statistics.





Exposition  -  OHP, video

By utilising appropriate organisational strategies, predominantly:


Key Stage 1
-
Whole class teaching - differentiation through task/outcome


Key Stage 2
-
Whole class teaching - differentiation through task/outcome.

By assessing the standard of learning through:


Key Stage 1
-
Questioning, discussion, and regular assessment of practical

activities


Key Stage 2
-
As  above plus regular marking of recorded work and discussion 



of positive and negative aspects on a class and individual basis.


All Years 
-
Termly assessment of individuals achievement.

The skills and concepts listed for each year group in the Geography P.O.S. show how children can demonstrate what they have learnt.  The work that the children will do will serve as a record for all classes.  It is not necessary to make detailed records for each child in relation to those outcomes.  At the end of each year a summative assessment is recorded on individual pupil’s record sheets on a best fit basis against National Curriculum broad level descriptions.  

The identified skills and concepts and QCA end of unit expectations provide broad descriptions of achievement within each topic and will help teachers to decide where a child’s progress differs markedly from the rest of the class.   This will be noted.  Continuous monitoring will exist:  

By evaluating the standard of teaching and learning on a daily basis focusing on:


Aims

            Intended learning






Motivation and participation of children



Outcomes achieved

By reporting to the appropriate persons the progress in these areas.

Responsibilities

Headteacher

To ensure appropriate curriculum time is allocated to Geography

To monitor content and delivery of P.O.S. in all year groups

To monitor planning and assessment of work in all year groups

-Through 

To monitor standards achieved in Geography




  meetings with the

To hold annual discussion with Geography co-ordinator on the above
  co-ordinator.

To approve and receive co-ordinators action plan

To receive annual written report from co-ordinator on:


Status of policy and P.O.S.


Quality of teaching and learning


Standards achieved 


Status of resources

Co-ordinator

To develop a medium term/annual plan of Geography within the school.

To maintain policy and P.O.S. in consultation with colleagues.

Monitor content and delivery of P.O.S. in all year groups

To monitor standards of learning through:


Oservation of planning


Discussion with class teachers


Observation of lessons


Discussion with children


Observation of work books, pictures and other evidence


Annual monitoring of any assessments made

To produce an annual action plan which includes monitoring

To meet with the headteacher on a termly basis to discuss monitoring and standards

To provide an annual report of the subject area, covering:


Status of the policy and P.O.S.


Quality of teaching and learning


Standards achieved


Future developments


Status of resources

To meet every two years with the governing body.

Classroom Teacher

To plan for Geography on an annual/half termly basis using the policy and P.O.S.

To use appropriate teaching methods and organisations

To evaluate teaching and learning on a daily basis through focusing on


Aims


Intended learning


Motivation and participation of children


Outcomes achieved


Classroom Management

To assess children's achievements on an informal daily basis

To assess children's achievements formally on a termly basis

To review and evaluate Geography on a termly basis through planning file

To inform co-ordinator of strengths and weaknesses in content or delivery of Geography

To report to appropriate persons the progress in these areas

Governors

To receive, discuss and approve Geography policy.

To receive an annual report from co-ordinator on:


Status of policy and P.O.S.


Quality of learning


Standards achieved


Future developments


Status of resources

To ensure that the processes outlined in the policy are implemented.

To meet with the co-ordinator every two years. 
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